c - 
$ 


Repreſentation of the Cauſe and Suffi 


E E ; are = really 4 Conſcientious People Lo 

a8 muchas inus lies, we bave exerciſed a Conſcience void 

... of ce, both towards God and-men, and we never my 4 
any time ( fince God made choice of us to be « peculiat 3 | 

Peopleunto himſclf.) endeavoured the difturbance of the Peace of th 

Government ar.Nation io and under which we bhavelived'; but have io A 

behaved ourſelyesip all good Conſcienceunto'thisday Ys and havefe 'F 7 $ 


| aQually conformeþle to the Lavs of the Nation, ſo far as might GY Es: 2 
without 'violating-of our tender -Copſciences,: andthe Lf of G 2 
therein. .;And when apy jhiog hath been impoſed-upon 1-8 


ly conformed 40 ſuffer the penalty 'thereofy'without! relian | 
i Ca revenge ; the. Lord our [God Seto wa 2 TY R 


Hs ook God tranſgreſs the tag Criſt Ga | 
_ Apolile Fames). who expreſly ſaith, Smao = at all: or Fs 
we Meet together to Wait upon God; and to:'Wartiit 
and in Truth, accordin og a 4s we ate-bound jn Conſcience, 
Spirit of the Lord todo 3 ar elſe becauſe we cannot © Qu 
to that Worſhip, in which-we are perſwaded it our: Cai 
ces we ſhall not find, 1 acceprance-With. God ,- &c..: Adv 
things which relate unto Conſcience, and dono _ wy 
or difturb the Peace of the they om-; therefore we cannor'b 
&'e ought to have the benel eff 
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me of hom have been detained ſeveral years, becauſe for Conſci- 
nce-ſake they cannot Swear. And near a hundged are under the Sen. 


b 


£2 Htence-of Tranſporration, for Meeting to Worſhip God in Spitit; and' 
-thereft of them, which are a great-number,are-detained for the Cauſes 
aforeſaid, of whom ſeveral have been kept divers years ; beſides forty 
= = four have been Baniſhed for Meeting as aforeſaid, not to Teturn upon 
+ 7 pain of Death; And two hundred have died in Priſons and on. Board 
= the Ship, - being thither. ſent in order to Tranſportation within theſe 


at five years; committed for no other cauſe, but as aforeſaid, And by 

—theſe woful Sufferings, the Spirit of the Lord, and the- Soules of. his - 
Beople are grieved, and we arc afluredly confident and perſivided,. | 

thacfor theſe things ſake, the Lord hath a controverfie with this Nati- 

ea, dnd his hand 1s iretched out in Judgement and diſpleafure againſt- 

*R3z: andcertainly there is no way by which his hand may beſayed, and- 

we future Judgements diverted, but by breaking theſe cracl Bonds of- 

--Opprefhion, and ſetting free the Oppreſſed out- of Prifon, and/calling 

- back the Baniſhed, that they may come to their native Land';i and/{o- 
=. all that are under Reftraint, and Exilement, and in Suffering for Con«: 

- ſgience-ſake, may be freed therefromzand may be in a capacity to pto-" 

+= vide for themſelves, and jheir-preſent diftrefled - Familtes, ' #nd may! 

*2—={ he enabled to;pay ſuck Taxes, for the-maintaiving-the/Peace and Go-" 

| == Yernment -of- the Kingdom, 'as-they 'have' been alwayes ready to do,: 
- when theywere in &capacity, &c; that ſo we may all live a praceable and/ 


” avert Life-ingl Godlineſs and Honeſty. © fd GR, 

* >, Butif it be Objeted by any ; That the Cauſe for which we Suffer, 1«- 

LE © tread allywatter of Conſcience, but that through Stuberuneſs and Self-wilt 
E __Meexpoſeour ſelves to Suffering. We: Anſwer ; "That we know: no nore 


* 2 > 0C 
* » 343 
d 
* 


ue. 
I Fa 
2 4x0 CI: » 
3 : 
1 A ” 
5-20 OD 
"1 EY 
CISTOPN® Pod 
2 be 


182 


z 


O——_—_— 


.5886..26 
= 8. 

Fo, 6 yr 
» 


387 2 Fn 
# es 4 #4 
» 


> - 
PTY - 6 < 
n IT wn Is 
- x C40 MBE Mg, 


WY oa 00 I SOS OT "FAO OO v4, IR » 
Dae _—_ Se I OR 4 war. REEF 2 #. ud retaen : > by » 
oo EET K | _ IDS Y 
2" —_ } ® k ey . 
pts _ b- 7 
n+ 


Ms 
Ss -<- 


— _ _— "T Fo 2, 
<x— A sf Role LI © CAE. 
» fs bt RD LIE, > 5 > - 4TH 
” " 1» , my C iT \ "L 

| ; > — ++ - _ y ky WP 
And nov ſeeing theſe our manifo 


Me 
* _ 
£<h 


< 


we have Precept from Chiiſt and the Apoſtle for, Who ſaith,, Swear, 
not at all, Mat. 5. & Fam. 5; and for which we have Piefident-from the--. x 
Primitive ((hriſtians, many of whom have endured manif61d Suffer- - - 
ings, as ve have done, 'for refufing to Swear, &c, which we might 98 
articalarly nxntion, bur for. brevity's ſake ſhall omir at this time,as 
Hevirtg many of you are not ignorant thereof. / And although we can= " *# 
not for Conſcience- ſake Swear at all, yet we neger denied the equity 7 3 
or ſubſtance of the Law, in which ic requireth the truth-to be ſpoken, in-.+* 1 
point. of Evidence or Judgement betivixt man and man; neither.did'; 
weeverreflife to-give our Word to live peaceably under the King ind-" 
his Government, nor have we given any Teal cauſe that: the contrary = 
ſhould be ſuſpeRed 3 only we could not Swear, nor come under the. 
Ceremony of an Oath for Conſcience-ſake : But if we had refuſed on- i: 
ly the Oath of Allegiance, and could have Sworn in other Caſes, there _ | 8 
might have been a ſeeming cauſe of ſaſpition concerning us, which -- 
there is none, -fince we refuſe it in al} Caſes, 'and are known ao be -. 
peaceable. in our Lives and Canverſations; 3TNS HIRE "= 
Therefore that which we have deſired, and do defite at this time,is; | 
That our Word and Teſtimony may be taken, and accepted of upon all occafions 
without an Oath; We being willing to undergo the penalty of Perjury, 
in caſe of falſe Evidence, or breach of oux Woxd,'or the ſame that is 
provided for refuſing the Oath of Allegiance, and Fudicial Oaths;; ot: .. - £2 
elſe what Penalty Ye ſhall in diſcretion judge meet rv infliqupon uvs3z © 2 
which Penalty-being mentioned by the Judges or Minifters of the Law; 
to the parties concerned, if any bz ſuſpeRezd of falſhood, or not to. be 
Conſcientious in their. Word or Teſtimony, the Penalty may bzbind>; 52 
1ng to ſuch, where Conſcience may be ſuſpeRed not to Lind. 1 Fr #e ane, 
-$o-for-you to make ſome Proviſo in the Law in this Caſe, on the be- © 
half of them that are tender towards God, in refuſing to (wear at all; ' =) 
and-that you-will be pleaſed to paſs ſome ATT, for the releaſing our. 
of their long and grievous Itnpriſonments, all thoſe who ſuffer upon the 
[I accountaforeſaid ( that we may once enjoy our juſt Rights avd Xihers .-..- = 
I tig#iathe exerciſe of our Conſciences, in the Service and Worthip of +:-/ 8 
; ly bappy or bBſſedj= 8. 8 
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-Þ- - + norgrant CY dab Requeſt, we arc . reſolved in the wary 
58 & ie Lord to hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering, 
n Py ns bala our Obedience to our Lord and Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, in 
that ſathelov rages) be Spirit,by which we have been upheld through- 
£227 outall-ery Ml Tnte thes , and ſhall commit our Cauſe-to'God, who 
i - as the Jadge of all the Earth, and will do right, 


MY v3; -, However ourdelire is, That all thoſe in preſent ml for 
5 Had theſe matters of Conſcience; may be releaſed from their 
- hard andtedious [Impuifonments,: #nd ſo let /ſrac/ go free, 
_ to Serve and Worlhip the Lord God, as he NIN: and 
requires. 


. : 
#4 > {4 


Ls us whoſe Names are here ſubſcribed, on the behalf of all the 
. Suffering Peaple of God aforeſaid, . 


Amor Stodard, Grorge Whitehead, Gerard Roberts, 
Thomas Loe,  FSamutcl Newton, 
Thomas Coveny,  Wiliam Croxch, 
” © © Morgen Febn Nelſon, Joſiah Cole, 

*. Wako Mon Mt, Abraham Shapton, Thomas Tokgley. 


; E "MF - A Coppy of this was tendred to the High Chancellour of Ex oglnd, 
..- -. and another to the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, &c. ok 
2 Nimhb Mondth, 1666, 
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Nay, nay. We: 


. K4l;2. And alfo Bafilkdes Martyr, being an Officer among the Souldictsz-. 
beings required roSwear before a Jodge,' faid plainly,” That it Was nor 
| Jo b0 Ri 6 __ PR os So it i phe PRn OUY = Was- 8 -j 
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'W.4 Declaration from the People, called 
Quakers, what they can ſayin 
 ftead of an OATH 


ts Fortn-of words which CR laid [Brkt , = Fo: 2M 
and the Apoſtle Fares taught in his general &, Ch.y. we: =» 
who are cllled uakors, = ſand by andto, _ 

Chriſt ſaid, Ys have heard, that it hath bees ſaid of old rims; =; 
bythens, Thou ſhalt » w finſonwclg thy ſelf (which was the falſe Oath) bw": © "8 
performs thy Oaths tothe which true Onths, which were: © 
to be A before the Judges, O iftrates, tocnd Con- {9 
troverſies, and be performed unto the Lord ; but Chiift ſaid, Now 1* © 7 
ſay unto you, Swear not at all, &c, but ler Jour yea; be yra ra, and your BAJy . 8 
#ay; for whatſoever is move than this, comtth of ev11, Therefore this-yeag, 3 
7ea, and nay, ay, herein Chriſt doubles wo words, to- make them of: "F** 
force, and ſets them over and above an Oath; we mith(tand by and wh KI Es 
And alſo in Fames the'5 th, and 12th, the Apofile tavght,and ſaid, Ao 5 
bove all things, my brethren, ſwear not ; neuber by Heaven, nor by bank: þ gn 
( mark) »or by any other Oath : But he alſo ſets up that which is above: þ "28 
an Oath, which is Chriſt's words ; Let your yea, be yea, and your nay, nay; rl REL < 
Which Form of ſound words the Apoſtle doubles (as Chrit did) whew» ' 7-75 
he ſaid, in his repeating over Chiiſts yords, Ye ſhall fwear no Oath. - 
teſt ye fal into condentmiat ion, Theſe are the Commands of Chriſt ant 
n Apofſile, which we will Rand by, and to, (towir) Tra, Jens and} 


- Alſo here are ſome Examples of the Primitive Chriflians, and ar. Res: 

"Martyrs, that kept the Conimands of Chriſt, and of the Apofile;whic 1 
ſpoke the Truth, and both denied and gave their Teſtimony againft-” 222 
Swearing : For Policarpus n Mattyr , who Was, 25 is ſaid, Jobne Dif-- _ + 
ciple, and Biſhop of Smyrna, 89 years of Age, when he was required by-+ E- 


the Proconſul to Sivear, he denied it, and aid, He was a Chriftian.. So it: x Bo | 


appears zt that time Chriſtians did not Swear, eAtts and Hon: fol:5g;.. © 


” OY <> "97 DES. * 


the Matk of a Chiiftian,not to Swear. And the Faldenſer, whoſe Names 
- are ſo famous amovgſt the Reformed Churches, and who are ſaid im- 
=.” mediately to ſucceed the Apoſiles, and were the moſt antient and true 
= Proteſtants, profeſſed it-to be no way lawful for a Chriſtian to Swear, 
And Biſhop:#ſher, late.of Armath, Pumatre. of Ireland, pleaded their 
> Cauſe againſt the Jeſuites, in his Book, De Succeſſione, Cap. G6. | 
* The Plowman in his Complaint, ſaith, Lord, thou gaveſt xs aCommand 
; £7 "of trmth, an bidding ua to ſay, Yea, yea, and Nay, nay, 
£4 , Here you may ſee ' ami (wear for nothing ; ut Lord, he that calls himſelf 
"Þ. nn bwrgnt noone thy Vicar on Earth, bath broken thy Commandment, 
5%, 7. forbt maketha Law,and compelleth men to Swear, At, 
aud Mon. Val, x. fol. $27. and 585, _ » : 
And John Wickhiffe, whoſe Works are ſo much eſteemed by thePro- 
teſtasts, his judgement was, 7 bat all Oaths, which be made for any Con- 
Erabt or Civil Bargain betwixt man and man, be nnlawful. And Fobu Hue, 
= IT -Pragie, Were burnt [for holding his Opinion] by the Pa- 
OE FA Walter Bratt, who was a Teacher of. Gods People, faith con- 
= cerning Swearing, '/ believe and obey the Doltrine of Almighty God, and 
 * my Maſter Chriſt Jeſms, which teachith, That Chriſtian men in affirming. 
'- + rhe Truth, ſhould:paſs the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſces of the 
' ..** - Old Teftament, or viſe be excludes them from the Kingdom of Heaven; for 
_ "be ſaith,” Except your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes 
_ ant Phariſees, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And as con- 
+. earning Oaths, he ſaith, 7: hath been ſaid, by them of old time, thou ſhalt 
-* .. nat forſwear thy ſelf, but perform thy Oaths to the Lord : But I ſay to you 
- © mow, Swear not at all; but I your Yea, be yea, and Nay, nay ; for whatſe- 
»...” fuer i more than theſe, comes of evil, And therefore as the perfettion of the 
© amtient wen in the Old Teſtantent was, uot to forſwear themſelves, ſo the per= 
-* >," fettonof Chriſtian men ts, not to Swear at all, becanſe they are ſo command= 
*.  edef Chrift, whoſe Command 1n #0 caſe muſt be broken, \ 
=. , Origas ſaith, Ir behoves a man who lives according to tha Goſpel, not to 
Swear at all. And Ferome,an antient Father and Teacher of the Church, 
: Which the Proteſtants own, ſaith, That the great Evangelical fncerity. 
. -1, and Truth admits not of an.Oath, ſince every true ſaying is equivalent thers- 
wits. :.. ; | | . 
© > Theopbilab, an antient Father of the Church, whom the Proteſtants 
+ . en, faith, upon Match. 5. concerning Oaths, Lears hence that un- 
der the Law, it was me evil for one-to Smear, but ſince the commg of ChriSt,, - 
_ Ki .euil: 44% Circumciſion, And vas it not the principal ſolution grven: - 
by Ambroſe, That « Chrifhran ſhould wt Smear at ol, © | 
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-than that which Chriſt bath laid dow n, Which is, Tea,yea,and'/ 


| Office, or upon a Jury, or to bear Witneſs, do break our Tea, yea; or”. 


_ tire all mens 200d and proſperity in the Everlaſting Life, - 


"OK Fe a7 85; 4 
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"And Biſho! Gaudes Cath, "NE MS; Oath G nd, F"8 
evn mans Oath is worthy of no more credir thas 4 Ear, Þ 17, and 4s. 2 
'of his Book concerning Swearing, * oo 
Ocho, Biſhop of Banbergenſes in Germany, and Baflins of Calcedon, es: ; ; 

fuſed co Swear and afterwards there was an Act granted to cane | 
Chriftians, that their Yea, and Nay, might bz raken;to reftify the Trurh"- 
in Read of an Oath : And likewife you may ſee-more Examples, for 3 
the Eſeans amongſt the Fews refuſed to Swear, 2s Foſephas witneſſeth, 3 yy 
Likewiſe Bajl commends s$ Chinas, a famous Greek,, who ſuffered a Fine +4 
of three Talents, rather than he would ſave 1t by Sweating tothe lofy of. 2 
his Honour. And alſo many in Queen Mary's dayes ſuffered Mar- 
tyrdome, that refuſed to Swear,as you may read in the As and Manns © 
ments, And alſo another Example you may ſee, Mar. 18, ver, T7. 
where Chriſt ſaith in the Goſpel-rimes to the Church, That by the neanth 
of two or three Witneſſes, every word may be eſtabliſhed : And this Chrift bs ; 
ſpake In matter of differences that might happen among Chriſtians ; | -- 
bur ſaid nothing of an Oath, for Oaths he forbad before. And the Apo= J 
file taught, That every man (hould ſpeak. the Trath to his Naghbent'; ; not. is Ke 
that chey ſhould Swear the Truth; and alſo tells the Chrifian Chirech, © 7, 
That #n the mouth of two or three Witneſſes, every word ſhould be tabliſhed, RF 
and not in the mouth of two or three Swearers, 2 Cor, 13. x. So here, 'N 
you may ſee that it is no nejy thing to deny Sweating, for Chrift E 
the Apoſtles, and the antient Fathers, and the holy Martyrs, tied - 
againl(t it and denied it. 

And ie cannot oive forth a better Form of Words to teſtify. the truth, 


which the Apolile, and the Fathers, and the Martyrsy@reachty; anc £4 
PraGtiſed , and Suffered for ; and if we, when we art called toavy. = 


- on. - 
ice 
% - 2 4 


out Nay, nay, Whichis Chriſt's Form of ſound Words, and which the; ., 

Apoſtles Preached, and the Martyrs Suffered for,which we (tand to arid; S 
by ; then let us ſuffer the ſame Penalty as they that can'Siearatt- 
break.their Oaths, For all Oaths, Vows, Promiſes, Typzs, Shadowy” 75 
and Figures, which were among the Jews,Chriſt ends, and (ets up Feqy "355 
yea) and Nay, nay, above them, which we {hall Rtand by and to, WI RE | 

are Peaceable, and have never forfeited our L'berty'; and do owe na- © 3 
thing but Peace and 000d Will towards the King, and alt Men,and des eo 
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+. »* An Account of the Names of ſome of the Priſoners, called Quakers, j; 
X; the ſpveral Goals in England aud Wales, who have had the Sentenc 
. of Premunire paſt againſt thevs, becauſe for Conſcience ſakg the 

> :, *conld not Smear. And ſome have had their Eſtates, and Goods, ani 

 Cattel takgn away, Alſo the Time how long they have lain in Priſoy, 


Both Premunired, and one of them hath remain- 
d-in Priſon, three Years and ten Moneths,. and 
the other two Yeatsand upwards. 


- 


| -— <0 will. Pettifer, 
" _—_ 

. Yo. THe. Philipps, 

of The. Goodajre) 

2.: | Tho, Cooke, 

: "7 Rich; Field, 


Theſe without any [egal Tryal, or any Sentence;or 
+ Judgement paſt againſt them, in the open Court, 
- 5#4U. Beventon| or Seffions, were entred in the Callender, to xe- 
21 IJ Facob Gibbs, main Priſoners during their Lives, where they 

 Pan/Newman | have been detained, ſome of them, five Yeats, and 
| the reſt, two Years and ten Moneths, 


Fam, Wagſtaff | 


> i 


- teitd a Priſoner) 


WW ; Premynired ,. and hath remained in-a- 
Lancaſhire. 3 Margaret Fel, cold,ſmoky,bad Priſon near three Yeats, 


"Ph 


© ESTA .. © Premunired,and hath remained in Pri- 
_ Weſtmerland, } Franc, Howgil,o\ three We | 


— FE 41k 's 
EY John Wikiamſonz 0 3th Sentenced for refuſing to Swear, and 


bave remained in Priſon near three Years. 


CRalgh Harebottle 
| - Suflexs. 


akers, in 
Sentence 


ſake they. . 


o0ds, and 


: Priſon, 


remain- 


bs, and: 
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| Rich, Seraſe. a5 


Walt, Sera -_ All Priſons _— a Fravdpice: , forme of which 
. have, remained Priſoners there above four Years,., 


S) though they ivers ded it contrary t 
a”, n proceede, again contrary to. 
ha _ _ 7 Laiv and Equity, 

Steph, Eager, 

Ambr, Rigge, | Les Ry 
1 10#1Þ,Garerng le DOM BETLPNTLS 3 ON08 OUR 


SEAT OTY PS, 
Rob, Turner, 


Tho. Waler, Theſe had a falſe Inditement drawii 4 npatdt 


oy 
= Fohn Yokſley, >leſs they had 2 Sentence 'of Friar near 
Z 


(Ber:Tomnſend | them, and: baypyremaingy. riſopery near. fins 
Foſ. Townſend | Yeats... .. : 

Anth. Preſten; ROT AL I Ks 
Ub Heſtewnd) 1 |  - | aber Teak] 
: TEENY fer | R ar gil; | F | Both Pra; by tobe, 

0 "= 

"ORitbar 4 Pore, Priſoners 000 ou Vehuss + 

Sinford, Proms Tapler, Fo mie Z- hath OY 


BjVyrick, t- -Paie: Lanifefſe;SHhih renined in Priſon tho 4 Teh 
Geo, Lambet, ] T ho, Bartlet, I-05] 
Leonard Key, | | Fohn Boult, |} ,, 
Foſeph (ole, | | Tho, Speed, Theſe : 21, "tn bad the Sen- 
Leonard Cole, | | Will. Lambel, | tence of \Premanre paſt agtin. 
ny = Benjam. Cole, | Tho, Twdway, them, in. the firſt Moneth, 


T ho, (Curtis, Sthouſand fkxhundred fixty Rican” 
will, Yeate, Anh, Sadler two years before. 4s 


Rob, Pecock, | | Will. Thomſon | were moſt of them Priſoners So” 
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Toſ Whitworth| them, to which they, reſuſed to plead z, Pry the- 
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36; Ts Thomas Dent, Have new) Preibnd one i Four 
3 Northampton, - Sand a half, and fiill remain Pri- 
F- George Eire, JYſoners. 
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gag Thomas Stordy, Both had the Sentence of Primed. 
 Chmberland. " and ire paſt upon them, and have re-/ 
2% Stephen Pharjes, mained Priſoners about four Yeats; 


John Piutmay, : 
3 < William Scot, y 
Charles Noak, Are all Premnanired, and have bien Piifoners 
© | Angel Smith, three Years and about ſeven Moneihs, 
8 Francis Bowne 


\Ulnd. Downton | 


(Tho. Budd, J) Qday.mo, yeary 
2 > © [John Collins, ' | J2 12 6 * | 
> * TJihn Adams, | £26 5 62| All theſe had the Sentence of 
8 -- | Mat, Perrin, Premwnire paſt upon them,moſt 
£27 5 6 
a1 


nd = Bs ng Will. Roach, of them deing very poor men, 
ES $7  |fob. Denbury, - ſeveral of whom having great 
Rice. Morice, charges of Children, and Fami- 


h [er, « Clapp, | lies, and little elſe to maintain 
Nath, "ve, >them but their daily labour;and 

| Fobn Evans, | | the Goaler was firiatly charged 

oſeph Prarce 62 | that he (hould keep them cloſe 

oby Cary, 'Priſoners, and not ſuffer.them 

- | Gules Brook, | 62}to work in the Goal, nor ſuffer 
| Amos Parſons 62.j their Friends to. relieve them: 


62. 
. 62 
. 62) 
{Charles Lloy 26 | 
:} Cad. Edwards| All committed to Priſon for re-. 
J Hum. Winſox ,fufing to Swear, and Sentenced to. 


T And, Laarence\ remain Qatl Priſoners in Welſh 
| Sarah Wilfon Hole, 


6225, Pl FOR NENT > and kept8 Priſoner 
Na cl Jae: Pains ſeveral al years ja Gomarkes Cali; . : 
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-" And beſides thefe before BE x. there are it this tim? 341 Pris) " 
ſoners in Priſon, in ſeveral Goals in Exg/and, for Meeting together to& . 3 
Worſhip God, and far denying to Swear, and for other Cauſes jelating © 
to Conſcience ; and tivo- hundred have died in Priſons, and on board _ 
remus | the Ship, being thither ſenc to-be Tranſported, within theſe laſt five «7? 
'e re-' | Years, for the Cauſes aforeſaid, being crowded by great Numbers into _ 7 
earls; | cloſe; Rinking, ſmoky, cold, unwholſome places, where many have pe=  # 

r1ſhed and loſt their Lives. es | = =>» 
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- So theſe things we lay before you, in the fear and Wiſdom of God | "Y 
. to confiderof them, and'to ſet the Innocent and Oppreſled at - 


oners Fo 
| Liberty, from under their cruel Bondage and Opprefſion.  . Þ 
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molt | "To-the Committee for Grievances, - | 
22mi- | Here are ſome of the Grievances of the People of God, called; 
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xi | ' QUAKERS, laid before You to conſider ofs *. "8 


by BENE Y 
Irſt, Many of them are almoſt ſpoiled and ruined in their Perſons 7 
and Eſtates, and all 1s for keeping a g00d Conſcience towards -/-- 
God, though we have the Word of a King, that none ſhall be - 3 
called in queſtion for matters of Religion ſo long as they live. » 
Peaceably : And we have not forfeited our Liberty, and yet many © "3 
are made Fatherleſs and Widows ; ſome by Baniſhment ( Husband - 
fron Wife and Children) from: their Countries native ſoile into Fora” * Fo 
—_ yu who are expoſed to mich hardneſs. | "og 

nd many by long and cruel hard Impriſonments,under cruet Goal- - 

"IPY 06, 20s died'in Priſon, fince the King came in; to the number'sf tro” !_..od 
nnared. ThE TSF 


And many lie 'now in Priſon to: the number of four hundred';.:s OT RN > 
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Welſh . | : A $8 
he | hundred of which are under ſentence of Tranſportation” - root. 19s 
_ And many are Premunired, and to be kept in Priſon during the Kmgyl-> + > 


plzaſure; tothe nnmber of ſeventy. andeight Perſons,” - Ire» 
Oh 'what a Cry here is of the Fitbealeſs and Widowes, and66F hi:*- + 
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7 "afflicted and Oppreſſed, which ſurely is {xd will be) entred into the 
AS. ears of the Lord-of Sabbath. TEE | 
- And many are Excommunicated and caſt into Priſon by the Biſhops, 
who never ſent their Prieſts ro exhogt, nor teach, nor. inſtru-them, 
- _ --And you know the-Biſhops left us ahout-tiwenty years 285, and left 


us to Independants; and Prezptorians, and ofhers' who did perfeguty 

SHE us b:cauſe we could not joyn -to. them and their Principles, and cali 

EY many into Priſons, ſome to Death ; and ſpoiled ovr goods and made 

T \ havock of our Perſons, as you knoiy well enough ; whom the Loxd did 
overturn. | | | a! 


-. And now-you know this late AR, which was. made for thoſe who 
meet.to plot and contrive miſchief, and hold dangerous Piinciples,and 
to raiſe Inſurretions againſt the King ,; by which not'above the num- 
. vg 4aay mect, Which ( ſuch a number ) may do more miſchief 
tha! Ea for they may ſpeak one to another that which they 
gould not ſpeak to a multitude, But the People of God, called Qua- 
- kers, are not ſuch perſons as the At is grounded upen, which we be- 
lieve yau do know in your Cadſciences, though -many have bzen Ba- 
-niſhed, and many hundreds Impriſoned, and ſome to'Death; ind their 
Goods ſpoiled, and all this for meeting together to Worthip God, 
who are peaceable towards the King, and all-men, and defire nothing 
*þur their everlaſting good, | ER af | 
And alſo the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, hich were made 
* in King Fames his days,about the time of the Gunpowder-Plot, where- 
-- an the Papilts would have blown up the King and Parliament -: : Theſe 
- -Oaths are put tous as a ſnare, becauſe they know we cannot ſwear gt 
-— © all, in obedience to the Command of Chriſt, Hat.. 5 and Farr. $. 
- through which many have bzen calt into Priſon, and' Prexzmred, and 
- keptan ſuch places where you wouldnot keep your Horſes and Doggs; 
And though we have often proffered, and do tiilk proffer unto you, That 
- z8f we break out Yea, yea, and Nay, - nay, Which was Chriſt's and the 
Apoſtles Doctrine and Command, who denied Oaihs, whoſe Com- 
mandment-we can no wayes breaks then let us ſuffer as they that break 
' their Oaths, and as perjured perſons, For you know what ERate the 
_Country Rands in now, and holy it ſtands with Husband-men and PFar- 
_ mers, and Labouring-men;- the ſcarceneſs of money with them to pay 
" #heir Rents, Taxes, and Aſleſiments : And therefore how..can men 
_ pay their Rents, Taxes,/and Aflefments, and maintain their. Families, 
_- whoarecalt into Priſon ( indultzjous men ) for the Worſhipping of 
-Godzand keeping the:Commandg.of Chriſt,ſome four or five years to- 


WO, 20 by 5 And belides the A& againſt Quakers, though they caſt them 
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tothe . | into Priſon by the AR, yet they ſpoil their Goods beſides,a8 many may- *._ -* 
. | be inflanced. SE 
(hops, And alſo the Biſhops and Clergy havg caſt many into Priſons, and. } '* 
thers | keep many in Priſons, yea ſeveral to Death, through which they have © © 
nd lefy | made many Widows and Fatherleſs : And althoughtheyhave caſt © *_ 
fequre | them into Priſons, yet ſpoil their Goods befides,to the value of double _«.. 
ad cath | and tredle, yea ( ſometimeg) ten times the value of whatwas firlt de-. © © ® 
| made | manded ; driving away their Cows & Hotſes,and taking their houſhold *- © 
\rd did | Goods, to the ruining of many Families, and oppreſſing many Widows JI 
> and Fatherleſs, as many Goals do teſtify, And theſe have not been © 
e who | Chriſtian acts of Charity, nor fruits of the Miniſtry. of the Goſpel : © by 
es,and | for the Apoſtle ſaith, e A B:ſhop muſt not be green to filthy lucre, or 6g- _ 
2 num- | vetous, nor a ſtriker - For he coveted no Mans Siluer, Gold, wor Apparel 2 
iſchief | that he might be an example to all that followed bim, 73 5 
-h the = 
=: , And theſe things we_thonght- meet to lay before the Committee, © 
we be- | which are to hearand redreſs the Grieyances,that you might conſider. 4.6.2 
en Ba- | themin the Wiſdom of God, and preſent them to the Parhtiament, thats = A 
d their | ſome ſpeedy courſe may be taken for the eaſing andrelieving of the- © 
p God, | Innocent and Opprefled, of their heavy Burdens and grievous-Ops- 3:2 
othing | preſſions, whiclt they have long and do Rill groan winder... . ,.** $5.5 
e made \ / © From the People of God, called Quakers, which owe- © 
_ | L nothing but Love, Peace, and Good-V Will tayanalls. + > -: 
vear ft ou | | Re? « --5 
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'&£D ECLARATION, 


 Wheci is ſome Wholſome Advice and reaſonable Conſide- 
3 rations, tending to Peace and Concard. 


; 7 the People called Quakers, 


Oraſmuch as we are perſwaded, that many of you by chat Know- 
ledge ancexperience Which ye have of our Prindiplegand Pra- 
Riſes are ſatisfied, that we are an Innocent & Harhnleſs People, 
and of peaceable diſpoſition, why ſhould we be expoſed to utter 
Raine 8 Deſtruction, by penal Lays, ſome of which Ye have made,and 
all which Ye have power to abrogate,and in Juſtice you may and ought 
to doit ; becauſe they puniſh us for keeping our Conſcietces void of 
offence towards God, whereby we neither can,nor do injurs any Man. 
1. Forfuſt, Itis not any diſhonour to the Kine, that we fear God, 
and dare not break any of his Commands, but rather an hangytand ſe- 
curity to him, and an eaſe to Government ': Becauſe the Fear-of God 
©-and that reſpe& we have.to his Laws, keeps us from deviſing or Work- 
ing wickedneſs againſt the King or any Man, _ 
+ 2, It cannor be prejudicial to Government, npx-to the Ge pverned, 
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=: 2 hq ive meet together peaceably \(as we have uſed to do; Yros 
ſ. £ ” Cn We and in Truth, as ve are pralnong 1n Our © * E: 


ich the Apo mw 
or. La on” ” "0. 
x2, "84, 7 Eullin:q * "wif ; 7 Mos f; 92 y_—s 14216 CN TORg : 
«$67 _— RARE GEeimenr, ao19»the Gavrehotthg. - : 
Fs caninbt receive fot D:/AfisdtheCommandntenw of. Menynorwor- 
' ſhip according ro their Traditicysand Preſctiptibn, Which ogeafion, 
ed us to ſuffer by the formet-Poivers ;- For Chrift-ſaid, Mats 9.; Sweb 

p 11 vain, And Toh I ae 85 worthip | in a wrong Way -{ Dot. cole 
i others theres) kirt Only- themſelves: Beenwſe: 4h, 


3 
Ek. 5 
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Fetins 
Lev P reward accordiuy # hif own works, whether goedior evil; ev.22, 
It 12,” And foraſtmuch as the Apoſtle ſaid, Roms. 245 23s Thar. whatſon + 
Þ, 5s not of Faith # Sin ; "no tian by outward Law ſhould-be compelled i = 
practiſe hat he believeshe ought not, nor reſtrained-fromwhat he-jg © 

Perfivaded hEoughr todo; except big" Faich or Rerſwaſion tend roabe - | 


onrvard burt-ind deiuRtioh of others, which ours doth'nat. Foxws- 

belisve Chriſts DoArine, and ate perfwited to-do 49. all men ane 4 

| would be done by- gz F; 

ſide | - Objeftiow' But ſome ds ObjeR; and ſay to us; Tow believe auf we 8 
prrſwaded that ye-ought 'yot to Swear 1% any Caſe, and that makes you nm 8 

nfftent with overnment, and may beburtful and deſtroftive Mbozbes 
Þ - fdes your ſelves, For by our Law; withintianOnth, 10: 6 
s is ale; Jon pens done 3 becanſe thereby the iruth:auh fulſhred in Coſeri EY 


Know- | -*  Aafwer, To which we thus Anſwer: That if the end of x adrinie bl 
d Pra- | ' in Oath to Megiſtrates, Officers, Jurors and-Witn Tang, © 2 
cople, | them do-juRtly'in their places; and ſpeak the Truth; T bs key 0 
> utter | ahd (half anfver the endfor which an Oathis adminiftzed, vichouram /* - © 
le,and Þ Oath, according'to the Fortn''of ſound: words,. which: Chriſt bath laid - 
| ought down, which i is, Tea, yea, and Nay, nay ; for; in our hearts-God he at 
7oid of Þ Placed his fear, which brings us to obey Chrifls Command, and w 
' Man. Þ afeſenfible thathe'is a preſent Witneſs ofall 'ovx Attieng and. Ward: 
r God, | and by tim that takes awdy'fin, tinbelief, and-(irifgs. which _ "> 


nd ſe- } edfiot bf Oaths; ve arc/boind to: ſpaak the:Twth;;and:y0-gdo 
f God | Gur place. ;accotding to every righteous Lav, which they.that 
 work- | ie (atiofiedin; and can ivitneſs : Thetefdreſoraymuch as yeuae.vell a 
we, ce cult Ther If Lord, / who hatb ſhjd;/Swieer nat <: all; $46, Pr {fE, your 
hes bom Wy, m4 ir fo eg is Pens, Hugh {PS 
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&f | © enwvithburen Oathj\ and ite 09, Wjuſiy, In any 

1 4&7 © thiryve ure copadle of, oc in crying of;Cauſes, or1f we ſpeak fs 

”] |; -,irtheprelence of Anctherity W6 are. called.c0 evidence ahe 

bm We $4 break our Yes, and "Nay; then let os ſuffer the ſame punl \ 
&therdoferivent! themſelves « ſomay Chult's Dodrinebe:c 

_ xfid the Trodi4n att cafes tried out,-and no man Wrongeds, bug Jail 

' my bedone. 'Sodull:we appear .t0.be_ confitept with Covernmen 


foraſmutTh a3/our Lives anſwer. the main ends.thereof, we ought not t 
b#xuiried 3nd deſtroyed, 24 hitherto we, have, been, by long and. ted; 
M2 - cus Impriſ6nments, and ſom till.Death ; by Fines,and by ſpoiling 
FH out Goods; and by Exite.and Baniſhmentzand other things of like na 
[IE © ture, whichwould makes Volumn to rehearſe, that have. been igfliQ 
- 4 upon us, for not-conforming to the: National Worſhip, and fc 
mievting togetber-ro worſhip: God is Spirit and in, Teuthy} as be re 
wires us? /avd- for' obeying tde DoArino of Chriſt, 3m, refukng.t 
| Sirhr} Ando you being: the Legillative Pomer;,of.qhe Nation, s 
_ whom it belongs to redreſs and the like Grievances, ve propol 
- theſe things to your ſerious confiderations...0 0 TUED 
M4 Firfl, Whether Perſecution for difference-in-Religion . and Wo! 
*; 7 ___ with the many Injuries, Wrongs and Qppreſſions, that hath tc 
1 - gether with it, beenznflitedupon innocent harmleſs People, fearin 
mY -bE-. not! one cauſe of the heavy Jadgements of: Gad.. tha 

- #recomewpon the Land Þ: and: if.ſo, Whetber it behoves-you not.t 
=, put + flop. to Perſecution, by making: void and of none effe& thoſ 
Eine which have been made, tending to uphold only one fort of Rel 

| not ephprioe. pyapdar to ruine and deſtroy all ſuch as diflent frox 
them, though'they may beas near tho Truth, and as tendet $0, Ged 4 
- "the '@aber, for-any'thing that the | Lars-makers. know, who pretend nc 
A! ot to infallibility df Judgement in-chings.ahar.are Divine. | 
1 _ * ' Secondly, Conſider, That if ye do take away all ſuch Laws, as d 
Ys 3 .rend to force a Uniformity.in Worſhip,amongf perſons that are not 1 
MY —" Unity, and dv give free Liberty /to. every man. $0 No zp God, 434 
Þþ catiſcience he-15 -parſivaded, .and: believes be. ought to.do ;- then yo 
A vill eaſe the Magiſtrates of 2 great deal of bustben and fruigleſs troy 
ble that now. is pur upon them. whereby. you may purchaſe ta you 
felves great Renown,and ſertle the Nition-in-Peace and Tranquiht) 
and gigefariofaction unto atl People, except thoſe that are of: a ſelfil 
fpurie, Ind:ſ6 byafſed by Inzereſt,,thas theyare not willing-to.do unt 

- arhei5as they would bedone ynto-3 nor-to.allow that Eibexty to.othe: 
-  which:hey wanld havealloned to themfelvetycaſtivg ugkay-of Chaz 
+ tbviad their backs...  Thurdl 
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